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Welcome to Tree of Life Orphanage! You are about to live an

amazing experience filled with challenges. Your implication

and open-mindedness will help you to make great discoveries

and build unique relationships. The Volunteer Guide has

been created to facilitate your integration into this big

family. Here is a brief description of how the orphanage works,

a view of your volunteer roles and duties and a quick tour of

Buriram City and its major tourist attractions. Tree of Life

Orphanage is a Christ-centered place and we maintain the

center operating on those principles.  No alcohol, no

cigarettes or other tobacco products or drugs are permitted.

Separate facilities are provided or arranged for volunteers

who are married.  Singles will be housed with the

children. For those wishing to live off-campus there are nearby hotels 

where you may choose to stay.  We recommend the Tonfhon Resort 

which is a simple half mile walk from TOLO.  

Double room price there is 500 baht per night.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

MINIMUM COST OF A STAY AT TOLO:  
400 baht per person per day which includes meals and 
accommodation on site, laundry service and Internet. We offer a standard menu as it is difficult to prepare separately for special diets (Vegetarian, Vegan, Kosher or Halal). We do have vegetarian dishes at some meals. For excursions and outings outside the city areas, volunteers will be expected to divide and cover the cost of transport and fuel.  Meal costs outside the center will be the responsibility of the volunteer as well.  No deduction from the charge rate will be granted for those choosing to eat elsewhere.
We encourage volunteers to get their churches, clubs, 

associations and friends involved in supporting the efforts of 

Tree of Life Christian Children’s Center Orphanage as 

we are not government funded at all and the Thai government 

offers no form of compensation for the work we do.  We rely 

entirely on the freewill donations of individuals, a handful of 

regular monthly supporters and those who wish to further

our efforts to assist the needy children of Buriram province. 

We encourage you to contact your churches, clubs, organizations, 

email buddies and friends and ask them to be part of the

financial support team for our efforts here at TOLO.

Additional donations are encouraged and welcomed. If you were to compare 

the cost of providing your own hotel accommodation and meals 

here locally you would be spending a minimum of 800- 1,000 baht per

day which is at least two times the cost of your stay here. 

For example: Room rates at Thepnakorn Hotel are 850 baht 

(discounted for the orphanage from 900 baht) per day including

 breakfast only. It does not include transportation, laundry service, room service or internet usage.

VISAS FOR TREE OF LIFE ORPHANAGE

We have had numerous requests for non-immigrant visas for volunteers.

In order to get one you have to apply for a labor card and pay the 

government 3,100 THB.  It also requires a letter from us indicating you 

will be employed here at the center.  We can write a letter on your behalf 

but the length of the non-immigrant visa is restricted to 90 days only.  

It is far better to apply for a double tourist visa (2- 60 day tourist visas, 

back to back).  After 60 days you will be required to do a border crossing, 

either in and out of Cambodia, Laos or Malaysia in order to activate the 

second visa.

 --------------------------------------------------------------------

We encourage volunteers to establish skype.com computer

accounts and get their friends to do the same so they can

communicate with their friends and family free of charge

through the internet. We have earphones and camera mounted 

on the computer for your use while here.  In town rates for computers 

vary from 15 baht per hour to 30 baht per hour. Laundry service 

here is free except you provide the laundry detergent and fabric

softener. For those staying at the center bed sheets and pillowcases

and blankets as well as bath towels are provided as part of

the service.  Please don't take our linens with you when you leave.  

------------------------------------------------------

MAIL including letters, postcards and packages

can be received by using the Tree of Life address

which is: Your name, c/o Tree of Life Orphanage, 166/23 Na

Watpa Road, Amphur Muang District, Buriram 31000 Thailand.

Our telephone number is 66-44-617011.  The fax number is

66-44-618886. Please use Skype as we have been stuck with

long distance phones bills by volunteers who didn't

bother to tell us they were using our phones.  This can be

disastrous for us as the actual cost of your stay leaves us

with very little profit which is applied to feeding the

children.  The overwhelming majority of volunteers who have

come out to Tree of Life have been very honest.  We have

had a few though that have taken advantage of our services

without compensating us for their costs.

 --------------------------------------------------

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO USE OUR SAFE FOR YOUR VALUABLES

Because we have so many people here coming and going it

would be wise to have your passports and valuables locked in

the safe when not in use to prevent the possibility of losing them. If you are housed in  rooms where padlocks can be used, by all means use the locks.
 -----------------------------------------------------

PICK UPS AND DELIVERIES

We will automatically cover the cost of your pick up from

the Buriram bus station and train station but the airport

trip is 70 kilometers round-trip and the raw cost of fuel for the

trip is over 400 baht per round-trip. If you come by air 

we must charge for the pick-up which can be divided equally by the

 number of people who are in the group

------------------------------------------------------

HOW THE ORPHANAGE WORKS

With so many kids in the house, it is important to follow

and respect a daily routine for everyone’s well-being.

Each year, many volunteers visit the Orphanage, staying for

a short or long period of time. Most volunteers are here

for anywhere from a week to a month or longer.  As a result,

the Orphanage and the family need to constantly adapt

themselves to new faces and different way of thinking.

Thus, it is important that everyone works to respect the

orphanage’s way of living and daily routine.

 --------------------------------------------------

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

•    6h00-8h00: wake-up, showers, breakfast, preparation

for school

•    15h30-16h30: return from school, changing school

clothes, washing school socks, playing

•    18h00-19h00: dinner

Older kids and the volunteers help for dinner preparation

and setting the table. Twenty plus mouths to feed is a lot

of food to cut and cook!!

•    After dinner: homework, story-telling and playing

•    20h00-20h30: showers, brushing teeth

•    20h30: sleeping time

The older kids stay responsible for their own routines.

All of the children have duties based on their abilities,

even the youngest children are involved... Volunteer

help is more needed for the younger kids.

--------------------------------------------------------------

WEEKEND SCHEDULE (Saturdays and Sundays)

Weekend routine is similar to the normal weekday schedule.

The sleeping time can vary depending of the activities.

Kids do not have to rise at 6:00 a.m. and breakfast is usually

around 7:45 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. On Sundays, the family

attends church from 9:30 a.m. until early afternoon.

 ----------------------------------------------------------

LAUNDRY

Each kid owns a personal basket with their name on it to

put their dirty clothes. When the baskets are full, you can

wash the clothes. Encourage the kids to use their basket.

Clothes that are in the central room of the house are

usually clean. To know whom the kids clothes belong to, ask

the children to help. Each kid also owns drawers with

their name on it to put their clean clothes

-----------------------------------------------------------

STORAGE

Colored towels are in an identified cupboard in the playing

room. They are usually used by children. Sheets and towels

are also stored in the central room of the house. White

colored sheets and towels are usually used by adults and

volunteers. There are hooks in the playroom and near the showers 

to put school bags and towels when needed.

There is a specially identified cupboard for the tools and

cleaning products near the kitchen.  Buckets, brooms, mops, 
sponges and other cleaning stuff materials are located on the shelves in the
laundry room. (When getting low on items. please remind Roger to buy some more.)

 ---------------------------------------------------------

 VOLUNTEER ROLES

Tree of Life is a very flexible and open environment but we

are committed to serving the Lord Jesus Christ so we

operate on the premise that this ministry belongs first and

foremost to Him and therefore must reflect that glory on Him and His

purpose. Volunteers are free to build their own projects

using their strengths and special abilities. Although,

certain required daily and weekly activities need to be

continued and sustained in order for easy and smooth

running within the orphanage. A minimum daily charge (400 baht 

per volunteer) is expected from you to help cover 

your staying (room, laundry, Internet, driving around) and 

meal costs. A part of this money is also used to help cover

 the school fees, food and clothes for the children, etc. 

Tree of Life thanks you for your generosity. Please do not ask for discounts.
 -------------------------------------------------------

DAILY CHORES (Volunteers are expected to pitch in and help keep the Center clean.  This is not a resort and guests are encouraged to come with a servant’s heart. Your purpose is to serve, not to be served.  At the same time, we will do everything we can to make you comfortable.
•Sweeping and mopping

•Laundry and folding clothes

•Put the toys away, tidying up the facilities

Exterior cleaning (sweeping the leaves, watering the

plants and grass, garbage)

•Meal preparation, cleaning the dining room and kitchen

after meals

Occasional chores:

•Cleaning the bathrooms/kitchen

•Cleaning the fridge

•Dusting and sweeping

Mopping the floors in the kitchen, dining room and hallways

•Cleaning the volunteer rooms

•General house cleaning (washing the walls, windows,

doors, stove, etc.)

When needed

•Helping with showering the kids

•Helping Roger in his different activities (teaching,

visiting schools, books distribution)

•Manual work (renovation, repairing, painting, yard

mowing, trimming the yard and hedges, pruning trees

and general gardening etc.)

•Helping purchasing food and house products

All of those chores may seem a mountain of

responsibilities, but don’t worry you will have plenty of

time to play with the kids, to relax, visit Buriram region

or elaborate your own special projects. Don’t be shy to

ask Phongsri (pronounced Pong-see) and Roger to ok any of

your ideas. They will be glad to help and guide you through

your actions. Remember this is your own trip and adventure;

there is no right or wrong ways of doing things, as

anything you can contribute is always gratefully received

and will make a real difference.

 ------------------------------------------------------

KIDS!

One of the most important volunteer roles in the Orphanage

is certainly to spend time with the children. They are full

of energy and always ready to play. Be imaginative and show

them some of your favorite games; they love it!

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Volunteers are often here for a short period of time and

want to spoil the kids. Don’t forget that the biggest

gift you can offer those kids is your time and energy. Kids also

need some discipline; teach them to always share, take

turns at things and not to forget their manners (please, thank

you etc.) As volunteers are only here for short periods of

time, it is often easy to let them get away with things and

forget manners, but remember this is not helping them in the long

run.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

There are some projects that we hope to implement in the

Orphanage future:

•Teaching English/reading and math to the kids

•Changing old ceiling tiles

•Painting exterior games on the inner playground walls

or on the driveway
•Repairing the bicycles

•Create a more suitable drying area for the clean dishes.

•Build a BBQ pit grill

•Cement a new area for parking the car and motorbikes

between the driveway and house number two OR
•Build a covered carport cover over the new parking area

(4 meters by 6 meters)

•Add four additional ceiling fans and wall fans in the

bedroom areas in house one and two

•Repair leaks in the shower tank in house two

•Add guttering and drainage spouts to the roof areas of

the back of house one and around house two to help drain

water off away from the backyard areas of the house to

prevent flooding during heavy rains

•Trim the branches on the palm and mango trees and hedges

•Clean the rain gutters in front of the house and repair

 leaks

•Replace the lawn mower and grass cutter

•Build a bicycle rack for the bikes

•Build a covered playhouse for the children between the

 back of house number two on the pillions of the rice storage building

•Construct an additional building 8 meters by 12 meters

 in dimension, two floors high in the backyard behind house

 number one and co-join it to the current facility for

 bedroom space and meeting areas.

 ---------------------------------------------------------------

 HINTS ABOUT GETTING ALONG IN THAILAND

 •With regard to Thai culture, you will get more respect

 and less attention if you dress moderately. shorts,

 trousers or blue jeans are permissible and recommended for

 around the house or in town, (no short skirts or

 short-shorts, no T-shirts which show your midriff), regular

 tank-tops and t-shirts are fine, etc.).

 •Remember too that you are around children so refrain

 from using bad language or exhibiting any other

 inappropriate behavior.

 •Smoking and drinking alcoholic beverages is not

 permitted within the Orphanage.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

BURIRAM DESCRIPTION

Although Buriram is not a tourist spot, the city has a

charm and a tranquility that makes the volunteer journey

enjoyable. Prepare yourselves to be identified as

“farang” (meaning foreigner) when walking down the

streets.  You won’t be incognito here!!  Just smile or

say hello, they are just curious to see you, and will happily

return your gesture.

BURIRAM ATTRACTIONS AND FACILITIES

The town of Buriram is not that big and many of the sites

can be walked. Ask Phongsri and Roger how to get there.

MARKETS:

•Day Market: clothes, food, toys (closes at 17h00)

•Night Market: fruits and vegetables, dessert, fruit

shakes-smoothies, restaurant, clothes (open from 17h00-22h00)

SHOPPING AND SPECIALITY RESTAURANTS

•Super Markets Taweekit Super Store, Big C and Macro:

Buriram Western malls, electronics, beauty products, clothes, 

food, restaurants, Swenson's Ice Cream, Dairy Queen and KFC,

Hot Pot Restaurant, Mr. Suki, cinemas (all in Thai), etc.

PIZZA COMPANY: super great pizzas available for take-out 
(buy 1 get one free!)

Traditional Thai Massage (inexpensive 150-200 baht per

hour) located throughout the city

•Clothes shops: near of the bus station (Talawt Tawng on Thani Rd)

•7-Eleven: corner shops, open 24h, the nearest from the

orphanage is in front of the hospital

RESTAURANTS

•Many restaurants are available in the city. Try some of

them and discover your favorite depending of your own

taste. There is a corner store near the orphanage on the left side

and another on the right side that also serve food for lunch.

•For fruit lovers, you will find many stands in the city

offering a great variety of fresh fruit (roughly 10-20 Baht

each). The nearest from the orphanage is on the right side

just before the train rail crossing. for a guide to Buriram 

check out this website I made in 2001.  

http://www.geocities.com/culturalcenter2001

----------------------------------------------------------------

HOW TO GET HERE FROM BANGKOK (by bus, train or plane)

Buses originating from the Maw Chit Northeastern Bus

terminal in Bangkok have numerous scheduled buses to

Buriram or which pass through Buriram. They start from 7:30 a.m. in Bangkok The current one way for a five and a half hour or six hour comfortable bus journey on an air conditioned bus.  We recommend Bus number 99 as it provides modern buses which are both clean and comfortable. 
14 different buses each day, 
From Bangkok Maw Chit Northeastern Bus Terminal
Departure      
Class        ETA     


Price

0730


2
       1330    


 227

0800


1
       1330     


 313

0900


2
       1500     


 227
1045


2                1615     

 227

1145              
2                1745     

 227

1245              
2                1845     

 227

1500              
2                2100     
 
 227

1930              
2                0130     

 227

2030              
2                0230     

 227

2100              
1                0230     

 313

2130              
VIP            0300      

 485
2200              
2                0400      

 227

2230              
1                0430      

 313

2300              
2                0500      

 227

Trains number 71 and 233 from Hualampho Main Train Terminal

take 7-8 hours to get to Buriram from Bangkok.  2nd class

air con for these two trains cost 379 baht and 445 baht

respectively.

Train Schedule Bangkok to Buriram

From Hualampho Main Train Terminal

Fr Bangkok
Train

Class

Arrive






Buriram

0545


  
21

2

1134

0640



135

2/3

1419

1005


 
 71

2

1614

1140



233

3

1916

1520



145

2-3

2338

1855



139

2/3

0222

2030


  
67

1/2/3

0340

2150


  
73                
2

0412

2225


 
141

2/3

0602

2340


 
143

2/3

0727
PB Air serves Buriram Airport Service (located 35

kilometers north of Buriram City) from and to Bangkok three

days per week, the flights are currently scheduled for

Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  Flights arrive around

4:45 p.m. and depart around 5:30 p.m.  One flight daily.

Excessive baggage charges over 20 kilos. Airfares were last

reported at 2,340 baht one way.  (Subject to change) No ATM

machines are available at the airport in Buriram, however

many machines are located everywhere inside Buriram city.

In Bangkok there are ATM's everywhere.

HOTEL OVERNIGHT STAY IN BANGKOK

Many tourists arrive from overseas late at night.  We recommend 

guests coming to Tree of Life stay at Bangkok City Inn located at

 43/5 Rajdamri Road near the World Trade Center (Prathumwan) 

just down the road from the Indra Regent Hotel (also a good place 

to stay but which is considerably more expensive). It is close to the

 main train station which is a ten minute taxi ride from the hotel to

 the train station (approximately 60 baht taxi fare one way).

Details:

The email address for Bangkok City Inn is

bkkcityinn@gmail.com. The telephone number from

outside Thailand is 66-2-253-5372/or 3.  Fax number is 662-2537774

TRAVELING TO CHIANGMAI, KO CHANG AND PHUKET ISLANDS FROM BURIRAM BY BUS

If you are planning to go to Chiangmai while you are here

there is an excellent bus service through Nakhon Chai Air Bus

Company. Instead of traveling all the way back to Bangkok

you can take a direct bus which originates in Ubon

Ratchathani that has a pick up in Buriram. The trip from

Buriram to Chiangmai takes 13-14 hours and costs around 720

baht one way.  There is no need to return to Bangkok to get

to Chiangmai.  This bus company is extremely reputable and

quite clean as well as comfortable.  Many volunteers

head out for Koh Chang (Elephant Island) located in Trat

Province. It is an ideal place for scuba diving, beach combing

and snorkeling.  Take the bus from Buriram to Chantaburi

and then take a second bus from there to the Trat.  From there

take the ferry to Koh Chang.  Bus trip takes 9 hours and the

ferry about 30 minutes.
OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION

•Internet Services: In addition to the three

computers available for your use at TOLO there are many

Internet shops in the city. These shops usually charge 15-30 baht/hour. The

speed connection varies and it is better to go there in the

morning or early afternoons before the kids take the places over. A good

place or Internet is near the Night Market. There is also a wireless Internet 

connection at KLIM (restaurant ice cream

and coffee shop) (Na Satanee Rd.)just a block down

and across from the Buriram Train Station. Only two

computers, 30 baht/hour. As the cafe is set up for wireless you

can bring your own laptop and there is no charge if you have

a wireless connection.

•Buriram City has a Full-sized Olympic Swimming

Public pool located on Paladmuang Rd: Cost for entry is 30

Baht/adult, 20 Baht/child. Bathrooms and changing rooms and

showers available free of charge. You can rent a swimsuit if

you didn’t bring one. Lounging chairs are available and

picnic tables with shade umbrellas. Snacks and beverages are

available for sale at the pool (bikinis are not allowed).

•Exterior gym: Free with free aerobic courses around

18h00 in the park. (near the Night Market Thanon

Romburi and Thanon Jira---lots of machines available at Romburi

Park as well as Thai foot massage service (40 baht per hour)

INOCULATIONS

There are no required inoculations for coming to

Buriram. If you are planning to do some jungle trekking while in

Thailand then do indeed take the malaria tablets and continue them

until 3 weeks after leaving Thailand.  No need for cholera

shots or any other inoculations.  Do not drink water from the taps.

Drink only bottled water which is purified.

PLEASE NOTE: APPLIANCE WATTAGE AND VOLTAGE

All electrical systems and appliances in Thailand are

220-240 volt, 50 cycle so forget your curling irons,

hair dryers etc.  Computers have toggle switches which

automatically switch their voltage depending on the

level of power in the area.

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

There are some interesting tourists’ attractions in

Buriram region that are a must-see. For more details ask Roger and Phong.

•Historical Park of Khao Phanom Rung: Ancient

Khmer temples from 10th-13th century on top of a volcano.

•Silk Village: Observation of silk making, silk shops

(scarves, fabric, handbags, wallets, mobile phone

cases, etc.).

•Elephant Study Center of Ban Ta Klang: Elephant

observation and show, feeding the elephants, elephant

 rides. (t-shirts, elephant hair rings, elephant bone

 jewelry, ivory jewelry, 

Ban Khwao Nasarin Silver village.  Demonstrate making of silver jewelry. 

Very nice jewelry for sale

Khao Kradong Forest Park: Big sitting Buddha on top of a volcano, view over Buriram city.

Surin: City, one hour from Buriram by bus or train.

Korat: Second largest city of Thailand, two hours from Buriram by bus or train.

For further information on Buriram read my on-line newspaper www.burirampost.com.

The site has loads of details on the various opportunities to see tourist attractions and attend the various festivals held throughout the year.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Videos on Tree of Life House available on youtube.com  Go to youtube.com and enter:
"Tree of life orphanage" or "treeoflife” and then press search. See the following:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4bfEDtzfZ6w

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJXVO2421_8

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RND5fxfKYEc
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